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necessary for any Indian to have his or her marriage registered*
We would rather advise them not to do so.   The situation required
a [new] law.   It was necessary to undo the affront to [our] re-
ligions. It should be sufficient that we have succeeded in this. The
Act has been so drafted as to secure children's interests without
requiring registration of the marriages.   In view of this, the ques-
tion whether a marriage is monogamous or polygamous will not
arise at all. In any case, one who intends to marry more than one
woman, would do well not to have his marriage with any of them
registered.   It was necessary to have provision made for appoint-
ment of our priests as marriage officers.   But we would not ad-
vise that this right be availed of.   We are of the view that such
appointments will lead to dishonesty in the community and expose
the priests to temptations.   As for marriages already solemnized,
there is no need for such appointments since these marriages can
be registered before any magistrate.   It is the same with regard
to marriages that may be celebrated in future.   In other words,
we can have a marriage solemnized by any Moulvi1 or Gor* and get
it registered subsequently before a magistrate whenever we choose.
We would, therefore, particularly advise the  community, not to
take the trouble of getting marriage officers appointed. Before we
leave this point, it has to be said that in no other Colony does
a [marriage] law go as far as the one passed here does. It has
been said that in Mauritius [Indian] marriages are recognized
whether polygamous or not, but this is not true and the law there
is not as good as the one here, as we show elsewhere in this very

issue

A third point that has been satisfactorily settled in this Act is
that, in case of any doubt regarding the domicile certificate of a
resident of Natal, the certificate must be accepted as genuine if
the thumb-impression on it is identical with the one on the copy
in possession of the Immigration Officer. The result will be that
people will not be unnecessarily harassed, as at present, with inqui-
ries and sent away for making false claims in spite of the genuine-
ness of the thumb-impression having been established. Those
who can prove the thumb-impression to be genuine have their
right secured now. This section does not however mean that
one who has been away from Natal for a number of years will,
just because he has the [domicile] certificate, be safe. Everyone,
of course, will have to prove that he had not left Natal for good.
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